Nurses' views on ease of patient care in postoperative pain management.
The fentanyl HCl iontophoretic transdermal system (ITS) is a compact, needle-free, pre-programmed patient-controlled analgesic system that was developed to address limitations to existing therapies for postoperative pain management. A randomized, controlled trial was conducted in 11 European countries to evaluate the efficacy and safety of postoperative pain control using fentanyl ITS compared with a standard regimen of morphine provided by an intravenous patient-controlled analgesia (IV PCA) pump. This article summarizes results from Nurse Ease-of-Care Questionnaires which were completed to assess the convenience and ease of use of each pain management modality from the perspective of the nurse. Nurses' ratings of patient-care tasks associated with each pain management system were significantly more favourable for fentanyl ITS than for morphine IV PCA. These findings suggest that nurses consider fentanyl ITS to be easier to use than morphine IV PCA.